OCCURRING   IN   A   BOY   OF   FOUR   YEARS                  l6l
In this hour, we see how his anxieties had become more acute
again, by reason of (a) his seeing his grandmother bandaged in
hospital, (b) the fact that, because of the cost of her operation, his
mother had to work still harder and (c] his enforced absence from
the analysis. My interpretations somewhat relieved his anxieties,
so that he could feel that his genital was less threatened, and that
the internalized father became less sadistic and dangerous, a
"kind lion55. This "kind lion" was a modification (through the
release of libido) of the cruel internal father. Jack's question to
his mother at the end of the hour, however (which I interpreted
to him the following day) showed that his doubts were still
active. He was warning his mother that I, the analyst, was being
too lenient with him (as he feared), seducing him and allowing
his dangerous wishes to come into the open. I myself was also
the kind but suspect lion-father (who was still a "lion", although
a kind one); and Jack was warning his mother that this supposedly
kind father was still a danger to her. And I, the lion-father, was
being blamed for Jack's own aggression.
The sight of his grandmother bandaged in hospital had been
the climax to the series of frightening and distressing events
during the previous fortnight, in which mother, aunt and grand-
mother had all suffered serious hurt. These happenings had
stirred up hi him intense anxieties of a psychotic nature, referring
to the primal scene between the internalized parents. The
"burning" and biting father's penis ("Pluto" having changed
into a "lion"), and the boy's own "burning" urine and destruct-
ive fseces were felt to constitute a threat not only to the internal-
ized mother but also to his own eyes, head and genital. The
struggle with the lion-father, the attempt to kill him, itself
brought death to his own body. These are some of the psychotic
anxieties which Melanie Klein (1932 and 1935) has described as
operating in the early mental life of the child. Normally, they
become worked over and greatly modified in the course of develop-
ment, but if they are (owing to various influences) retained in
full strength, they form the potential nucleus of an open psychosis
in later life.
Jack brought some of the soldiers back next day in a paper
bag. He took the soldiers out and burnt the bag, then stamped
the flames out, saying "Now it's dead", and, "Aren't we having a
lovely bonfire?" Later, he threatened to burn me with the burning
paper. The bag stood for his own body and penis, containing the